Supportive care of neurologic complications.
Approximately one cancer patient in five will suffer from injuries to either the central or peripheral nervous system. These complications occur preferentially in the advanced stages of neoplastic disease, and their management is an important aspect of the supportive care of these patients. The most common neurologic complications seen in patients with cancer are related to metastases or to local tumor spread. Antineoplastic treatments, mainly chemotherapy or radiotherapy, account for more than 10% of these complications. A much smaller percentage (probably less than 1%) are paraneoplastic manifestations. In this review, we discuss the most recent developments in the management of neurologic complications specifically related to cancer as well as some less specific problems such as thromboembolic complications and the use of steroids.